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tion because the same kinds of pressures now strengthen, now
disrupt the personality of individuals and the unity of family
life. Helping people to think through and meet their living
problems is, however, a legitimate school responsibility as all
aspects of his living influence a person's learning.
Material goals, considered of minor importance by some
educators, serve as a powerful incentive to learning and can
be used to help people live on increasingly higher physical, in-
tellectual, social, and spiritual levels, thus harmonizing many
kinds of worthwhile goals. Although fundamental happiness
is not obtained entirely through material means, the levels of
living of a great many people must be raised if a wholesome
and more democratic way of life is to be the prevailing mode.
The schools are challenged to help people interpret and use
new scientific and economic facts which are being presented
daily through the press, radio, and screen. The public is, for
exanfple, more conscious of health, foods, diet, housing, and
consumer values. It needs standards by which to judge the
new facts and make its choices.
The elementary schools have heretofore aimed to educate
pupils in those knowledges and skills, including manual ones,
which are thought needed by all persons, so that they would
have command of the arts of communication; would develop
worthy social attitudes and healthy minds and bodies; and
would have experiences in school which would encourage
them to seek desirable leisure and recreational activities out-
side the school.
Accomplishment has fallen short of these objectives as
there is great divergence between school learnings and out-of-
school practices. Ideals of democracy and personal responsi-
bility have been taught in the schools by various means, in-
cluding the use of printed materials which are intended to
induct pupils into the American way of life. Democracy in
action goes farther, however, by offering each person the op-
portunity to take part in group activities according to his
abilities and desire as well as to pursue socially acceptable
personal goals.